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Politics A level Summer Work 

Welcome to Politics!  You have made an excellent choice, but you should also be aware that 

Politics is also a challenging academic subject. To reflect this, these summer tasks focus on 

research, reading and writing. 

The AQA A Level Government and Politics course consists of three equally weighted units: 

• Government and Politics of the UK 
• Government and Politics of the USA and Comparative Politics 
• Political Ideas (Liberalism, Conservatism, Socialism and Nationalism) 

We are interested in the effort that you put into these tasks. This will be the first work you hand in 

as a student at the College.  If you have questions, or material isn’t understood that is ok. Please 

complete the tasks in full but keep a list of any questions you have and hand them in with the 

tasks. 

Task 1: 

a) Research the UK Parliament using the About/How Parliament Works section of the 

Website: https://www.parliament.uk/and make some notes under theseheadings on 

the nature and roles of Parliament: 

• The Two -House System 

• Parliament’s Authority 
• Checking the work of government 
• Making Laws 
• Debating 

Task 2: 

a) Read the attached chapter ‘Historical Context of the UK Political System’ by Lynch, 

Fairclough and Cooper. 

b) Watch the 2 short videos on the link below on how to use the Cornell note taking system 

https://lsc.cornell.edu/how-to-study/taking-notes/cornell-note-taking-system/ 
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c) Make your own notes using the Cornell system. Your notes should focus on summarising 

the readingby explaining what it teaches you about the development of government in 

the UK. Don’t forget towrite down questions about areas that need more clarification in 

the cue column. 

Task 3: 

a) Read the attached article ‘The French Revolution’: What was its impact on Britain and Ireland?’ 

by Sarah Richardson. This will introduce you to some of the political ideas and key thinkers that 

you will bestudying for Paper 3. 

b) Read this university guide on effective mind mapping (it will download a PDF file) 

https://www.adelaide.edu.au/writingcentre/sites/default/files/docs/learningguidemindmapp 

ing.pdf 

c) Make your own mind map on paper showing whatimpact the revolution had in terms of both 

individual responses and on groups and societiesin boththe UK and Ireland. 
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