
The A Level Government and Politics course consists of three equally weighted units: 

• Government and Politics of the UK

• Government and Politics of the USA and Comparative Politics

• Political Ideas (Liberalism, Conservatism, Socialism and Nationalism)

You will study these units across the 2 years concurrently rather than one paper at a time. 

Remember this is the first work you will hand in at college. 

Politics is a challenging academic subject. To reflect this, these tasks focus on research, reading and writing.  
We are interested in how much effort you have put in. If you have questions, or material isn’t understood that is 
ok. Please complete the tasks in full but keep a list of any questions you have and hand them in with the tasks.  

Task 1: 

a) Research the UK Parliament using the About/How Parliament Works section of the Website: https://
www.parliament.uk/ and make some notes under the following headings:

• The Two-House System
• Parliament’s Authority
• Checking the work of government
• Making Laws
• Debating

b) Learn about the revision technique ‘Folding frenzie’
c) Read these instructions (they apply to Politics as well as History) – they will open as a PDF  https://

mrthorntonteach.files.wordpress.com/2021/03/how-to-folding-
frenzy.pdf
See what this looks like in practice:
https://twitter.com/SPBeale/status/1227547022284271616

d) Create your own ‘folding frenzie’ revision resource by summarising your notes on the UK Parliament 
using the method outline in the links.

Task 2: 

a) Read the chapter ‘Historical Context of the UK Political System’ by Lynch, Fairclough and Cooper.

b) Watch the 2 short videos on the link below on how to use the Cornell note taking system
https://lsc.cornell.edu/how-to-study/taking-notes/cornell-note-taking-system/

c) Make your own notes using the Cornell system. Your notes should focus on summarising the reading 
by explaining what it teaches you about the development of government in the UK. Don’t forget to 
write down questions about areas that need more clarification in the cue column.  

mailto:admissions@longroad.ac.uk
https://www.parliament.uk/
https://mrthorntonteach.files.wordpress.com/2021/03/how-to-folding-frenzy.pdf
https://mrthorntonteach.files.wordpress.com/2021/03/how-to-folding-frenzy.pdf
https://twitter.com/SPBeale/status/1227547022284271616
https://lsc.cornell.edu/how-to-study/taking-notes/cornell-note-taking-system/
https://lsc.cornell.edu/how-to-study/taking-notes/cornell-note-taking-system/
https://lsc.cornell.edu/how-to-study/taking-notes/cornell-note-taking-system/


Task 3: 

a) Read the article ‘The French Revolution’: What was its impact on Britain and Ireland?’ by Sarah 
Richardson. This will introduce to some of the political ideas and key thinkers that you will be 
studying for Paper 3.

b) Read this university guide on effective mind mapping (it will download a PDF file)
https://www.adelaide.edu.au/writingcentre/sites/default/files/docs/learningguide-
mindmapping.pdf 

c) Make your own mind map (paper, electronic or via apps such as miro) showing what
impact the revolution had in terms of both individual responses and on groups and societies.

Task 4: 

a) Write approximately 500 words on this question ‘What was the political impact of
the French Revolution in the UK and Ireland?’

- 2 x AB Arguments
- A conclusion weighing up which of the arguments you most agree with and why it is more 

convincing than the opposite view.

Structure for your writing 
A: Argument ‘The Revolution had a significant impact because……….’ 
B: Back up       This can be supported by 
A: Argument ‘The Revolution did not have much of an impact because…’ B: Back up      
This can be supported by….’ 
Conclusion: View x is more convincing than view y because… 

Final task: Complete the evaluation below and hand this in with all 4 tasks in the first lesson of term.  Use the 
table on the final page to check that you have completed all the summer work and have everything ready to 
hand in. 

1: Have you handwritten your work (unless you word-process in your GCSE exams)? 
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Task Activity 
completed 

1: The UK 
Parliament Research and 

note taking.  
What were the positives and limitations of folding 
frenzie revision technique? 

Learn about 
folding frenzie 
notes 
Folding frenzie on 
the research and 
note taking. 

2: The UK 
Political 
System 

Reading What were the positives and limitations of 
Cornell notes? Learned about 

Cornell notes 
Cornell notes on 
the reading 
completed 

3: The 
Impact of 
the French 
Revolution 

Reading  What were the positives and limitations of ‘mind 
mapping? Learned about 

‘mind mapping’ 
Completed a 
‘mindmap’ on 
the reading 

4: Mini 
essay 

Reading What were the positives and limitations of 
completing the extended writing task? Extended 

writing task 
following 
AB 
AB 
conclusion 
structure 
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principles of the witan and habeas corpus as limits on the power of 
the monarchy. They even went so far as to offer the crown to Prince 
Louis of France. This revolt led to the defeat of the monarchy and John 
was forced to sign a great charter, or 'Magna Carta', at Runnymede in 
Berkshire. 

Key provisions of Magna Carta 
Magna Carta guaranteed the freedom of the Church from royal 
interference (Clause 1) and curbed the powers of the king: 
■ The king could not raise a tax without the consent of the people (Clause 12).
■ The right to due process in the law was guaranteed (Clause 29).
■ The right to trial by jury was guaranteed (Clause 39).
■ Justice had to be free and fair (Clause 40).

■ The nobles could select a committee of 25 to scrutinise the actions
of the king (Clause 61).

Magna Carta was the first time since 1066 that the powers of the 
monarch had been limited and it was an acknowledgement that the rights 
of the lords had to be respected. There were 63 provisions in total, mostly 
concerning the rights of the nobles to be consulted about taxation and 

about the legal protection they had from the power of the monarchy. By 
consolidating these Anglo-Saxon principles into a formal legal document, 
the lords created the first part of the UK's constitution and established 
the first formal limits to the power of the monarchy. Magna Carta also 
paved the way for the creation of parliament. 

The creation of parliament 

Key terms 

House of Commons The chamber 
where elected members of the UK 
Parliament sit. 

House of Lords The second, 
unelected, chamber of the UK 
Parliament. 

Palace of Westminster Originally 
the royal palace attached to 
Westminster Hall. today it is the 
seat of government and comprises 
Westminster Hall, the House of 
Commons and the House of Lords. 

parter A French term meaning to 
speak or converse. 

Parliament The British legislative 
body that is made up of the 
House of Commons, the House 
of Lords and the monarchy. 

Westminster Hall A large 
chamber in Westminster where 
the early Norman kings would 
meet with the nobility. 

The right of the nobles to be consulted on the king's demands for tax to 
defend England, the right to air their grievances to the king and the right 
to have a committee to scrutinise the actions of the monarch meant the 
nobles had to be consulted regularly - this was effectively the creation 

of the House of Lords. 

In 1275, King Edward I required money to fight against Scotland. 
Knowing the lords would object to this, he sent out writs demanding 
that each shire and each town elect two representatives from among 
the knights and burgesses (town officials) to join with the lords in voting 
to authorise the king's demands for taxation. The knights agreed and 

they, too, were regularly consulted by the monarch. Not being noble, the 
knights and burgesses were classed as 'commoners' - this was effectively 
the creation of the House of Commons. 

Both the Lords and the Commoners met to parter with the 

monarch at Westminster Hall in the Palace of Westminster. 

Therefore, the Palace of Westminster became the parliament 

where the lords and the representatives of the knights met to 
discuss their grievances with the monarch and confirm or deny the 
monarch's requests for tax reform. This is where the concept of 
parliamentary democracy began. 

In 1327, following a period of civil war, King Edward II was formally 
removed by parliament on the basis that his personal faults and weak 
leadership had led to disaster in England. Parliament chose to replace 
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