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History A Level  
 Course Team Leader:  Clare Dunkerley 

   Email Address: cdunkerley@longroad.ac.uk 

History 
The History course consists of two units: 

• All students study Stuart Britain and the Crisis of Monarchy, 1603–1702

• Students have the choice of studying  either Revolution and Dictatorship: Russia, 1917-1953 

or Democracy and Nazism: Germany, 1918-1945. 

At enrolment, you will be asked which option you wish to study.  

To help you to make this choice, we have set summer work on both topics. If you are unsure which option to 
choose, read through the work for both options. This may help you to decide which topic interests you more. 
However, you only need to complete the work for the option you plan to study.   

The Summer Work: 

You do not need any prior knowledge of the topic to complete the three tasks set – just use the information in the 
texts provided. 

• The first task is designed to show us how well you can use several sources of information (text and film) to 
identify key strengths and weaknesses of a country, and summarise these clearly.

• The second task requires you to read more carefully and answer questions that are more closely focused on 
the text. This is designed to show us how well you can:

o extract information from a piece of extended writing

o use this information to provide answers to questions

Answer the questions for this second task in the spaces provided on the chart. 

• The third task is designed to show us your ability to express your ideas in extended writing. Instructions for 
this task are on page 10 and 11. You should use your own paper to complete the essay (handwritten or 
word-processed).

Task: Pages: Marks: 
1 
2 
3 

2 
3-9
10-14

12 marks 
15 marks 
18 marks 

TOTAL: 45 marks 
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GERMANY : SUMMER WORK 
Task 1 

After reading the information about Germany on pages 3,4 and 5 (you may also use the video clips on page 5), 
identify three strengths and three weaknesses of Germany prior to World War One. Then answer the questions 
below the table. 

Strengths 1. 

2. 

3. 

3 marks 

Weaknesses 1. 

2. 

3. 

3 marks 

1. Do you think the leadership of the Kaiser was a strength fo Germany?  Explain your answer. 2 marks 

2. Prior to World War One, was the German economy a strength for the country? Explain your answer. 2 marks 

3. Given what you have learnt about Germany before World War One, what impact do you think the war may 
have had on Germany?  (Choose one consequence and explain why it would have that effect) 

2 marks 
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 GERMANY: THE ECONOMY

By 1910 Germany had the strongest industrial economy in Europe. Its steel production in 1914 was double that of 
Britain. 

Germany’s industrial revolution had happened quickly – what had taken a century in Britain took place in three to 
four decades in Germany. An efficient agricultural system underpinned these changes and made possible the 
movement of people to new industrial cities. The investment in technologies and new methods of steel production 
made it possible to exploit of Germany’s natural resources in the Rhineland.  Thousands of rural peasants migrated to 
the cities in the1870s, '80s, and '90s, to escape agricultural stagnation and rural over-population. In 1871 35 per 
cent of the German populace lived in cities; by 1910 it was 60 per cent. In 1871 there were eight German towns 
with more than 100,000 inhabitants; by 1910 the figure stood at 48. Berlin's population was 2 million in 1910. 

Germany’s industrial growth was also mirrored in its military strength. By 1910 the carrying capacity of Germany’s 
fleet was second only to that of Britain (and Britain had had two hundred years of naval dominance, and a large 
Empire). Germany’s army was also huge – it numbered 2.3 million. 

GERMANY: SOCIAL AND POLITICAL.

Germany did not seem to be a country at ease with itself in 1900. The workers who had helped create Germany’s 
economic transformation were not seeing enough crumbs falling from the plates of the industrial elites and 
bourgeoisie to keep them content. 

As towns and cities grew so the class structure of Germany became all the more apparent. Different social groups 
now lived within walking distance or a tram ride of each other. Class hatreds were fuelled by the 

concentration of affluence alongside extreme poverty. 

At the start of the 20th century significant sections within the 
German workforce were experiencing very poor 
conditions - multiple sharing of apartments, periodic 
unemployment, family dependency on female and child 
labour and increasing crime. Perhaps a third of the 
workforce experienced unemployment in any one year.  

These factors help explain the growth in support for the 
German Socialist Party (SPD) at the turn of the century. 
The SPD aimed to improve the conditions of the working 
man. It had rejected “revolution” as a 

Germany’s population in 1910 = 63 million. 



way to do this and looked to transform society through peaceful political means. The SPD had a strong presence in 
the Trade Union movement, and workers' colleges, it also organised May Day picnics, social events, youth groups, 
workers' welfare programmes and self-help savings societies, - helping to build its identity.  By 1910 the SPD was the 
biggest party in the Reichstag (German parliament). The SPD did support the government over the outbreak of war in 
1914, because for them this was a war to end absolutist monarchy in imperial Russia and to transform society in 
Germany.  – The SPD envisaged very different outcomes to the war  - 
to those of the Kaiser and the elites.  

However, although German cities grew in size, the conditions within them were not necessarily awful. The available 
statistics tell us that overall standards of living for many German workers improved. Between 1880 and 1914 
unemployment rates rarely went above three per cent, and real wages too increased. State sponsored improvements 
in health care: for example; compulsory immunisation against smallpox in 1874, standardised sanitation, street 
lighting and park facilities- generally put Germany ahead of her competitors in the field of civic responsibilities to its 
citizens.  It also had a modern and efficient rail-network connecting cities across Germany. 

Germany’s state education system also meant it had a well-educated workforce able to adapt to the changes of an 
industrial economy 

Germany’s industrial growth was also mirrored in its military strength. By 1910 the carrying capacity of Germany’s 
fleet was second only to that of Britain (and Britain had had two hundred years of naval dominance, and a large 
Empire). Germany’s army was also huge – it numbered 2.3 million. 

4 

Germany’s population became more urbanised – 
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GERMANY: THE KAISER 

From an article in the Daily Telegraph from Sir  Edward Grey (British foreign Secretary) in 1908: 

The German Emperor is ageing me; he is like a battleship with steam up and no rudder, he will run into something 
some day and cause a catastrophe. He has the strongest army in the world and the Germans don't like being 
laughed at and are looking for somebody on whom to vent their temper and use their strength 

Germany – video links  
This first link is to a programme called “Kaiser Wilhelm ”.  
It gives you background about Kaiser Wilhelm’s personality, how he was disabled during birth, and how this and his may 
have affected him. It also gives an idea of the attitude of the Germany army and aristocracy.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JzbCh4c-8vA The First 10-12 mins only  
There is not one programme that gives all the background, you may also wish to look at.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_EVaV9Qqu88 Germany at start of WW1 – 2 min clip  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uJhjuT61oW0 Germany in 1918 5 mins 

Kaiser Wilhelm II 

Germany had been united as one country in 1871. 

In 1888 Prince Wilhelm, the eldest son of Kaiser Frederick III 

and Victoria (Queen Victoria’s daughter), became Kaiser 
Wilhelm II. 

Wilhelm loathed parliamentary democracy and ruled as an 
autocratic monarch.  He chose the main ministers and 
decided policy – the Reichstag (parliament) was not as 
important as in Britain. Wilhelm was also a strong opponent 
of socialism, and a passionate supporter of German 
militarism and imperialism. 

Kaiser Wilhelm II aimed  to improve Ger many’s status in world affairs. However, due to his impetuous 

personality, he frequently undermined this aim by making tactless, alarming public statements without 
consulting his ministers beforehand. He also did much to alienate other Great Powers from Germany by 
initiating a massive build-up of the German Navy, challenging French control in North Africa and backing 
the Austrian annexation of Bosnia in 1908. 
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Germany:  Task 2 

Democracy and Nazism: Germany, 1918-1945

On page 8/9/ is a copy of the introduction to a textbook on this topic. It provides an overview of the period you 
will study. Read the introduction and use it to answer the questions below. Try to put your answers in your own words, 
rather than copying from the text. The marks for each question are shown on the right.  

Question: Marks: 
1. According to the first paragraph of the extract, which one event can be held 

responsible for all developments in German history in this period 1918-45? 
1 mark 

2. After the First World War, Germany became a new state. What was the name of this new 
state? 

1 mark 

3. Name three threats to this state. 3 marks 

4. How and why did the Nazi Party benefit from the Wall Street Crash of October 1929? 2 marks 

5. Explain another reason for Hitler’s appointment as German Chancellor. 1 mark 
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6. When did Hitler become Chancellor of Germany? 1 mark 

7. What is particularly controversial about the extent of Germany support for the Nazi regime? 1 mark 

8. List four of Hitler’s aims for Germany. 4 marks 

9. How did the Second World War affect the popularity of the Nazi Party? 1 mark 

TOTAL MARKS AVAILABLE: 15 marks 
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From Kaiser to Fuhrer: 
Germany, 1900-1945 by 
Martin Collier (2009) 
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Task 3  

Write a 800- 1000-word essay in answer to the following question: 

How far was Germany a country with more economic and political strengths than weaknesses in 1914?     (18 marks)  

This essay title requires you to consider what Germany was like in 1914. You must consider what Germany was like 
economically and politically and whether beneath the appearance of strength there were some fundamental weaknesses. 
In your conclusion you decide whether you think these weaknesses outweighed the strengths or not. 

Before you write this essay, you must plan it. On pages 12 to 14 is another introduction to a textbook on twentieth century 
German history. It outlines developments in Germany from 1870 to 1914. Use this information, and the information from 
Task 1 to complete the table below: 

Strengths Two specific examples of this: 

The German Economy 

1. 

2. 

Political Strengths 

(think about leadership and 
also ordinary people and 

politics)  

1. 

2. 

Weaknesses Two specific examples of this: 

The German Economy 

1. 

2. 

Political Weaknesses 
(think about leadership and  also 

ordinary people and politics) 

1. 

2.
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Now use this table to write your essay. You should write it or type it on a separate piece of paper. You must write  
a minimum of 800 words and ideally 1000 words or just over. The essay will consist of; 

• The question.

• A brief introduction.

• Four paragraphs, one on each of the sections  in the planning table.

o Begin each paragraph by stating the point you will discuss (e.g. ‘Germany was economically
strong in 1914  because …… …’). 

o Then provide your two examples to support this point.

o Then explain how this factor caused strength (e.g. ‘This factor made Germany strong 
economically because…’)

• A  developed conclusion at the end of your essay -   in which you decide whether Germany did have more 
economic and political strengths than weaknesses in 1914 - and why.

You will be marked based on the: 

• Focus on the question.

• Relevance and detail of your examples.

• Explanation of how each factor created strength or weaknesses.

• Quality of your judgement about the relative economic and political strength or weakness of Germany in 1914 .
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Introduction 

A view of German History 

Such was the enormity of the Nazi regime and so devastating was it for those involved that it has raised much 
historical controversy. Some historians have questioned whether Germany was suited to democracy in the post-First 
world War period and have suggested that the Hitler period happened because there were profound undemocratic 
forces in Germany. An alternative view maintains that Hitler's regime should be seen as an aberration and that 
Germany in 1919 was suited to democracy.  The chart below shows some of the democratic and anti -democratic 
forces in Germany before World War 1.  
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The political structure of Germany 1871-1918 

Germany 1871 -1918 was known as the Second Reich.  It was a young country in 1914; only just over forty years 
had passed since the Prussian stateman Otto Von Bismarck had through a series of military victories and economic 
might changed the map of central Europe and created a new German Empire dominated by the state of Prussia. 
This new Germany united all the small “German speaking” states in one country. Prussian influence was 
maintained with the capital city being Berlin, (the Prussian capital) – and government being led by the 
Prussian king – now called Kaiser (Emperor).  Germany was a federal state and had a written constitution and 
universal male suffrage (all men could vote) but it was far from democratic.  As you can see from the diagram 
below although all men over the age of 25 could vote for deputies (representative) in the Reichstag, the Reichstag 
had very little power and the Kaiser himself made all the important decisions. 
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