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Minutes of the Standards Committee meeting STC20.1 held Thursday 24 September 2020 
Long Road Sixth Form College, Cambridge 
 
Present: John Godwood (committee Chair), Paul Andrew, Yolanda Botham, Colin Greenhalgh, Paula 

Heaney, Jenny O’Hare, Rikki Morgan-Tamosunas and Owen Shield 
 
In attendance: Steve Dann (VP), Chris Childs (AVP), Tinashe Chitakasha (Governance Assistant) 
 
Clerk: Anne-Marie Diaper 
 

Ref  Actions: 
STC20.1.1 Apologies for Absence  
 None  
   
STC20.1.2 Declarations of Interest  
 John Godwood, Rikki Morgan-Tamosunas and Colin Greenhalgh 

declared an interest in agenda item 7, Jenny O’Hare declared an interest 
in agenda item 6. 

 

   
STC20.1.3 Request for any other business   
 None  
   
STC20.1.4 Minutes of the Standards Committee Meeting STC19.5 held Thursday 2 

July 2020 
 

 With no suggested amendments, the minutes of the meeting held on 2 
July 2020 were agreed as a true and accurate record of the meeting. 

 

   
STC20.1.5 Matters arising from the minutes not covered elsewhere on the 

agenda 
 

 None  
   
STC20.1.6 Review 2019/20 End of Year student outcomes  
 The committee Chair commented that extensive 

documentation/materials, somewhat interconnected with agenda items 
8 and 9, had been provided for this agenda item. 
 
The Vice Principal (VP) reported students’ results for 2019/20, which 
had been based on centre assessed grades.  The committee noted these 
were not strictly comparable with previous years and would not be 
reported in performance tables.  He paused for comments. 
 
A Governor raised a question about level 2 progression, and the criteria 
for students who did not make the expected progress.  The VP explained 
that Progress Coaches were following up on those students as a priority. 
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Ref  Actions: 
The vast majority of students had secured their desired University 
places but a few had experienced difficulties as a result of the late 
change of Government policy on results.  The Principal commented that 
the full destinations report, to come to a later meeting of the 
committee, would provide a review of the year in terms of outcomes. 
 
Owen Shield joined the meeting at 4.52pm. 
 
The Principal reported on the complaints that had been received over 
the 2019/20 academic year, the numbers of which were comparable to 
previous years; some of which related to students’ grades, plus a 
number of informal concerns.  With one question from a Governor, the 
Principal advised that all had been resolved except for one that was 
ongoing. 
 
A question was raised about numbers of exam retakes, which the 
Principal advised was very small, but some would resit in the summer. 
 
Governors acknowledged the extraordinary difficulties caused by the 
coronavirus, and congratulated leaders and staff on how well the impact 
of it had been dealt with at College. 

   
STC20.1.7 Recruitment headlines 2020-21  
 The Principal provided the latest enrolment figures for 2020-21, 

compared with the same time in 2019-20.  The committee would 
receive confirmed figures at its next meeting, as the ILR had not yet 
been submitted.  At this early point in the term, this was a snapshot and 
subject to change.  The figures were broken down by type of course 
and, for schools in the Cambridge area, by school and multi-academy 
trust. 
 
In response to a question from a Governor about A-level numbers, and 
then about resourcing and timetabling, the Principal advised that 
further analysis would be provided as part of the self-assessment report 
(SAR) for the November meeting. 
 
The meeting discussed the implications of first year students recruited 
to courses on the basis of centre assessed grades.  Governors touched 
on risks, curriculum strategy and entry criteria. 

 

   
STC20.1.8 Start of academic year 2020/21 update  
 Managers reported on the lessons learned from online teaching and 

learning during lockdown and their expectations of students and staff 
for the new academic year.  They shared the plans for monitoring the 
quality of teaching and learning, including the timetable for key 
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Ref  Actions: 
assessments and reporting students’ progress and early thinking for 
conducting lesson observations under current restrictions.  The 
College’s SAR for 2019-20 and quality improvement plan for 2020-21, 
would need to be adapted to be relevant to the current context. 
 
Governors asked about the two-week cycle of live and online lessons.  
The teaching Staff Governor provided a teacher’s perspective including 
the challenges in switching between ‘real’ and remote lessons, detail on 
the impact, and the considerable additional work.  The Student 
Governor added his perspective.  In response to a question, the staff 
outlined the measures being put in place for students who are self-
isolating or vulnerable due to health issues.  Overall, students’ 
attendance had been good and excellent in online lessons. 
 
A Governor asked about her interpretation of the guidance for the FE 
sector about where students should be at specific times.  The Principal 
advised that that was for individual Colleges to determine, alongside risk 
assessments carried out as part of decisions made to managing under 
Covid restrictions.  The funding body was aware of Long Road’s 
approach, the driver for which was the quality of teaching and learning. 
 
Colin Greenhalgh left the meeting at 5.30pm. 

   
STC20.1.9 Concern Team Reports  
 The VP reported that in the absence of actual examinations in the 

summer, the same concern teams had been rolled over to 2020-21, but 
conversations were ongoing about evidencing improvements without 
the usual form of end of year outcome measures. 

 

   
STC20.1.10 Annual report from Standards Committee 2019/20  
 The committee Chair presented the Standards committee annual report 

for 2019-20.  He pointed out that there would be no separate 
committee governance self-assessment this year.  With no comments, 
the committee approved the annual report. 

 

   
STC20.1.11 Any other business  
 None.  
   
STC20.1.12 Date of next meeting  
 STC20.2 was scheduled to take place on Thursday 26 November 2020 at 

4.30pm.  The meeting ended at 5.55pm. 
 

 


