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Minutes of the Standards Committee meeting STC20.2 held Wednesday 26 November 2020 
Long Road Sixth Form College, Cambridge 
 
Present: John Godwood (committee Chair), Paul Andrew, Yolanda Botham (Principal), Colin 

Greenhalgh, Paula Heaney, Rikki Morgan-Tamosunas, Jenny O’Hare, Olivia Palo and Owen 
Shield 

 
In attendance: Steve Dann (VP), Olwyn Benjamin (AP, up to end of item 6 only), Chris Childs (AVP), Tinashe 

Chitakasha (Governance Assistant) 
 
Clerk: Anne-Marie Diaper 
 

Ref  Actions: 
STC20.1.1 Apologies for Absence  
 None  
   
STC20.1.2 Declarations of Interest  
 None  
   
STC20.2.3 Request for any other business   
 None  
   
STC20.1.4 Minutes of Standards committee STC20.1 Thursday 23 September 

2020 
 

 With one small amendment the minutes of the meeting held on 23 
September were agreed as a true and accurate record. 

 

   
STC20.1.5 Matters arising from the minutes not covered elsewhere on the 

agenda 
 

 The committee asked if there was an update on 20.1.6, regarding 
students who did not make the expected progress.  The VP reported 
that data was available, but the extraction process was ongoing. 

 

   
 The Principal joined the meeting at 5.41pm  
   
STC20.1.6 Safeguarding annual report and termly update  
 The College’s designated Safeguarding lead (DSL) presented the annual 

report.  She reported that although the proportion of students with a 
safeguarding file had remained consistent, there had been a notable rise 
in the severity of cases and this was reflected in the counselling 
statistics.  The meeting touched on the proportion of referrals by gender 
against the College population as a whole. 
 
The DSL pointed out that the termly report, which included details of 
cases of Covid, presented a snapshot update since the term had not yet 
concluded. 
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Ref  Actions: 
 
The committee welcomed the report which was full and thorough, 
noting the rigour and care for individuals, typical of the College’s 
response at a particularly challenging time. 
 
The Safeguarding Governor had also reported that she had remained 
satisfied with safeguarding arrangements at College. 

   
STC20.1.7 Committee review of key policies:  
 Safeguarding & Child Protection policy.  The Assistant Principal (AP) had 

provided an updated policy with amendments clearly identified for 
consideration, for Board approval.  The updated statutory guidance 
included minimal proposed changes in policy for SFCs. 
 
A Governor asked a question about section 2.5.8 to which the DSL 
clarified that safeguarding regulations would override GDPR when 
handling sensitive information. 
 
The committee agreed to recommend Board approval of the updated 
Safeguarding policy 
 
The committee Chair thanked the DSL on behalf of the Corporation, for 
her work supporting students, as she was retiring at Christmas. 
 
The committee Chair advised the committee that the Safeguarding 
Governor (DSG) had also advised her intention to step down from the 
role, although remaining on the Corporation as a member.  This created 
a vacancy to which he alerted Standards committee members.  He 
briefly explained the purpose of the role, suggesting that anyone 
interested in taking on that responsibility should contact the Chair or 
Clerk for a copy of the role description and further details. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Board 

   
STC20.1.8 College Self-Assessment Report (SAR) 2019/20  
 The committee Chair pointed out that the meeting would focus on how 

College was developing teaching and learning under current 
circumstances, rather than on the College SAR which the VP reported 
was developing.  The VP presented to the committee the review of the 
2019/20 Quality Improvement Plan (QIP), highlighting the key strengths 
and the areas for continued action, each of which had been evaluated 
and RAG-rated, focussing on those areas where there had been good 
progress, but also the deferred longer-term strategic developments.  He 
then presented the 2020/21 Quality Improvement Plan, indicating 
where last year's objectives would be further developed and those 
entirely new. 
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Ref  Actions: 
The committee conveyed its support of the plans presented, and a 
Governor offered to input where necessary to the development work on 
the SAR. 

   
STC20.1.9 Quality Strategy review and quality cycle for 2020-21  
 The Principal presented the Quality Strategy for 2020/21, advising the 

underlying mission, intent and principles carried forward from 2019/20.  
The QS included further information on development of five key 
strategies; VESPA, ALPS value added, student voice, parental 
engagement and human resources.  An additional component was the 
development and implementation of quality assurance measures for 
remote teaching, learning and support.  The committee discussed each 
of the key strategies and cross checked them against the Quality 
Improvement Plan (QIP).  The Principal agreed to reference a link to the 
HR Strategy in the QIP and further new initiatives would be added to the 
QIP as an iterative document, as the plan is lived out. 
 
The Standards committee would recommend the Quality Strategy 
along with the QIP to the Board for approval. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Principal 
 
 
Board 

   
STC20.1.10 Current summary data  
 The Vice Principal reported on the two key assessment points KA5 (year 

2) and KA1 (year 1).  The VP reported that lockdown did not appear to 
have had a dramatic impact on the progress made by year 2 students, 
including vulnerable groups, although there was variation per individual 
student.  For the new year 1 cohort, the mood and data indicators were 
positive, although concerns remained over the possible knock-on impact 
of awarded GCSE grades. 
 
Managers and teachers would to be responsive to students’ individual 
needs in preparing them for later in the year, including where students 
needed support and guidance. 
 
The VP reported on evidence on the quality of teaching and learning in 
the blended model.  Learning walks, observations and student surveys 
all suggested the quality generally good.  Teachers and course teams 
were developing a range of techniques to enhance remote teaching, 
and were focussed on the associated risks that need to be managed.  
The College was involved in research-based practice (local Universities 
and through SFCA) in order to share the most effective techniques. 
 
The VP and AVP presented an update on Concern Team progress.  As 
there were no external exams in 2020, the support and monitoring to 
the same teams from 2019-20 would continue in the current year. 
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Ref  Actions: 
STC20.1.11 Review risks not already covered by agenda items  
 The committee felt that sufficient discussion around relevant risks 

associated with the work of the committee had occurred earlier in the 
meeting. 

 

   
STC20.1.12 Any other business  
 None.  The staff and students left the meeting at 6.24pm.  
   
STC20.1.13 Date of next meeting 

STC20.3 Thursday 4 March 2021, 4.30pm 
 

   
 


